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the government in Whig hands. That was what Burke
meant by saying that Walpole's whole theory of govern-
ment was by the instrument of party connection. That
was, and is, the secret of rule by Parliament. "Walpole
had quitted Downing Street, but it was his influence and
address that still directed the contest, Pulteney, to whom
all looked as the head of the new government, on some
scruple that he had once declared that he would never
take emolument or office, accepted a seat in the Cabinet
but declined a department. No statesman has ever
made such an exhibition of infirmity as that of Pulteney
in 1742. Ho told Lord Sholburne some years afterwards
that there was no comprehending or describing the
confusion that prevailed; that he lost his head, and was
obliged to go out of town for three or four days to keep
his senses.1 Yet it was not courage in the ordinary mean-
ing that failed him. It was rather, as a contemporary
observer said, a sense of shame that made him hesitate
at turning courtier, after having acted patriot so long
and with so much applause, He was shackled, more-
over, by the stipulations into which he had entered
boforo Walpolo's retirement; the feeling among his fol-
lowoi'H and in the country was too strong for him to let
them bo known, or to appear to act on them; and it may
be that ho had no alternative but to stand in the back-
ground until the first fierceness of the storm had passed.
Wlum that had gone, ho found that his own chance was
ruiwul, and ho was never able to retrieve it. Though
his action in this yran rijiuto was inexpressibly weak,
IUH judgment was clear. His view was that the trunk
of tho government tree should bo Whig, but a few
1 Life of fthdlurne, i. 47,y important
